Careers expert David Morel

: We put your d"emmas toa :"

career expert, DAVID MOREL, .

.‘the managing director . of Tiger i
: -Recruitment in‘London :

amaPAIR my early forties and fisve en-

“joyed a ‘smooth career until two years
.-ago when L'went to work for a new =
 employer who made me fédundant

‘after five months. Unfortunately, the

~sante thirg has just-happened again.’

Neither redundancy was my fault, Fam
job hunting again, but what shouid I
say about these?
It is important to poin out t]nt thele are
manty candidates.in:a similar-position.
They, too, have good CV§ with'a good |

downturn

_ult1mate1y'been affected by E

< WorK: hlstory and solid careersbut have | e
mtemew Ideaiiy, yoii don’ t want to bc in
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CAREER CLINIC

. inthe secretal 1a1 m'uket since mid 2001
Anurmber of candidates hiave béen f(nced o

to temp or ook at short and long-term

© fixed-term contracts, an option that many
- would have turned down five years ago.

When you are.inan interview (whether

with an agency of prospective employer),

my advice is to be honest, stlatght down

+* the line and explain your expetiences

- fully; inciiding what attracted you to each
! company, your job deéseription thete and -
. why you were made redundant.- :

- ¢ Emphasise your career history. hefme the i

o E We we!came leadexs questwns

- for.Career. Clinic.-E-niail your queues
to creme@thetimes.couk . .

past .couple of years and make sure that
you do your homework before an -

w honeStshouId l be about my 'éareer‘?

~{he sane situation again and. ‘these three_ :

“guestions are always worth thinking -
“about: Ate they & big ¢onipany? Do they
‘have'n good reputation? Why are'they -

'-lookmg at'taking 6hsomeone new?

Most prospective’employers and”

_agencies have seen CVs recently with |
simitar work histories and are sympathetlc'

to your situation - I can confidently say

. this shouldn’t affect your future chances.

The good news is that the secretarial-

market has béen plckmg up for.the.past ..
- six months. Stick in there, don’t:take

what’s lappened personally and look

-forwald 1o your-next exmtmg oppmtumty .

L

‘dern can really clog Hings tip: So

- |.inWord, click Toois/ Options/Save
and’ make sure; that.the “‘Aliow_ s

.This obtion puts'al thanges made
‘td.a document.in @ heapat.the o

*"| 0P, leaving “all the dider versnons-z- '
'below, s0 files become huge.
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